[The compartment syndrome with special reference to vascular surgery aspects. A patient sample of the Cologne University Clinic 1981 to 1991].
The compartment syndrome, a well known complication in traumatized patients, is not taken enough notice of in the literature of vascular surgery despite it's obviously important pathophysiological context. Considering arterial occlusive disease the ischemia as well as the reperfusion can increase the compartmental volume respectively the tissue pressure. The subfascial pressure measurement should not lead to a false certainty, since no critical pressure values exist that can serve as a general criterion for diagnosis and treatment. The "thought about it" may be the first step to a clinical diagnosis and subsequent therapy. Decompression of all four compartments at the lower leg by the technique of Matsen represents the therapy of choice for the compartment syndrome of the lower leg.